On the basis of elaborating the cause of climate change and the meaningful efforts having been made, we make our research on climate change in the perspective of the right to development. We use document research method to find legitimacy for protecting every natural person's right to development. Further, we claim that the right of carbon emission is in fact a kind of right to development, thus it should be guaranteed. Finally, we then retrospect some of China's efforts to cut down carbon emission as an example to act as a responsible country in the international community for providing suggestions for a better scheme of carbon emission internationally.
INTRODUCTION
Nowadays，it is our concern that global climate has changed dramatically. Global warming has affected many people and many countries, such attracting more and more attentions, whether among scientists or among common citizens. Generally, climate change can be attributed to two the causes, i.e. human activities and natural condition. Of these two, it is the former that has more political and cultural meaning, which need more discussion.
We have now reached a consensus that human activities is the main contributor of climate change. Carbon emissions include industrial processes, agriculture, livestock and manure, chemical fertilizers, transport, the use of fuel to generate energy, etc.
A great amount of carbon emissions has been directly made by individuals energy use in the home (the main use is heating) and travel consuming takes the biggest part of the whole carbon emission.
The Industrial Revolution in the 19th century saw the large-scale use of fossil fuels for industrial activities. Fossil fuels such as oil, coal and natural gas supply most of the energy needed to run vehicles, generate electricity for industries and households. The energy sector is responsible for about 75% of the carbon dioxide emissions, 20% of the methane emissions and a large quantity of nitrous oxide.
The Effort Been Made Worldwide
Climate change and global warming has drawn the world's attention and concern. People worldwide has made a series of effort to deal with this problem. In 1972, The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment was held in Stockholm, Sweden from June 5 to June 16. The meeting agreed upon a Declaration containing 26 principles concerning the environment and development; an Action Plan with 109 recommendations, and a Resolution. Principles of the Stockholm Declaration include: Human rights must be asserted, apartheid and colonialism condemned, The Earth's capacity to produce renewable resources must be maintained, etc. More than 1300 representatives from 113 countries and international organizations took this meeting. And the slogen of "we have only one earth" came into being. This meeting was the first time in history that the whole world began to care about envirornment.
A more important effort made was the series of Conference of Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC held, among which the lastest one was COP21 held in Paris. The most meaningful ones are as follows:
• In 1992, United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), was held in Rio de Janeiro from June 3 to 14 June. This conference saw172 governments, among which 116 heads of state or government attended this conference. An important achievement of this conference was the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change(UNFCCC), which is the world's first international convention and a basic framework of international cooperation to deal with global warming. Discussion of climate change afterwards have all been made on basis of this convention. Furthermore, this convention has force of law, which came into force in March 21, 1994.
• In 1997, Third session of the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC (COP 3) was held in Kyoto, Japan, where the Kyoto Protocol was adopted. The Kyoto Protocol implemented the objective of the UNFCCC to fight global warming by reducing greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere to "a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system" (Art. 2). The Protocol is based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities: it puts the obligation to reduce current emissions on developed countries on the basis that they are historically responsible for the current levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The Protocol's first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012. The sign of Kyoto Protocol is to reduce the threat of global warming. The Protocol is the first time in history to limit greenhouse gas emission in form of law, which allows four emission method: carbon trading between two developed countries; net emission; green development mechanism; cut emission in groups.
It should be noted that the United States of America, which was then the biggest carbon emission country, did not join this Protocol by saying that limitation of carbon emission would harm its economy.
• In 2005, COP 11 was held in Montreal, Canada, on which discussion was started by the "dual-track mechanism", meaning that one track is that developed countries and economic transforming countries in annex 1 of Kyoto Protocol should discuss their responsibility of second-term carbon emission under the Protocol, while the other track is that developing countries and countries having not signed the Protocol (especially the United States of America) should have long-term dialogue under UNFCCC.
• In 2007, COP 13 was held in Bali, Indonisia, on which Bali Roadmap was reached. Bali Roadmap determined the specific areas for all the countries around the world to implement UNFCCC, which emphasizes on international corporation, brings the United States into this system, refers to three important problems( adjusting to climate change, technology development and capital), and set a timetable for further implementing the UNFCCC.
• In 2012, COP 18 was held in Doha, Qatar, on which Ratification of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol was agreed. Doha Amendment establishes the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, maintaining the universally accepted principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities.
• In 2015, COP 21 was held in Paris, France. This meeting was a key milestone on the route to a new, universal agreement on climate change. This was the first time in history that climate negotiations among a lot of different countries achieve a universally agreed ligitimate document on climate change, which sets the goal of limiting global warming within 2°C. According to this agreement, all the concerning parties will participate in dealing with climate change with Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC).
The Right to Development
We can see that the solution of dealing with climate change is to limit and cut down carbon emission on the whole scale. However, energy use is quite important for social and economic development, especially for the under-developed countries, for which fossil fuels are the main fuels. Therefore, the dilemma comes to the balance between cutting carbon emission and development.
In order to understand and solve the problem, we must first of all look at this legitimately and philosophically. Here we must first of all analyze concept of the right to development.
The right to development was first commonly recognized in the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Article 22, 1981). In this Charter, this right is defined as both individually and collectively. It is the right that all people shall have for developing their economy, society and culture freely and equally, and that all people can enjoy the benefits of this development.
The right to development was subsequently proclaimed by the United Nations in 1986 in the "Declaration on the Right to Development," and this was finally written down in United Nations General Assembly resolution 41/128. The Right to development is a group right of peoples as opposed to an individual right, and was reaffirmed by the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.
In the Declaration on the Right to Development, development is defined as a process of developing economy, society, culture, as well as a process of political progress, whose goal is constantly improving the welfare of the whole population. And in the process, all people should take their active part initiatively and at their free will.
As stated in the Declaration on the Right to Development, the natural person is the central subject of development. States should cooperate with each other to protect and ensure development of its people, while they also should eliminate obstacles to development. The international community should cooperate effectively to realize the right to development and eliminate obstacles to development.
As stated in these documents and presented in reality, we can see that the right to development is a basic human right, which should be protected and guaranteed. The right to development is a right that should consist of three elements. First, it should has the subject, i.e. who has the right. Second, the subject should have its pursuing rights. Third, there should be some people or organizations being responsible for the rights being pursued.
To better understand this, we must look at the right to development in the narrow sense and in the broad sense.
In the narrow sense, the right to development is a community right, meaning that any country, no matter weak or strong, big or small, should have equal opportunity to development. This is on the basis of three arguments: First, there has existed unjustified political and economical international system for a long time, which has held back the development of developing countries seriously. Second, enjoying equal right to development is the common pursuit and aspiration of the whole mankind. Third, countries in different development stages are interdependent, thus long-term lagging behind of developing countries will finally harm developed countries' further and better development.
We can see that the right to development in the narrow sense is consistent with the principle of "common but differentiated responsibility". As the process of globalization is speeding up, no country can be excluded to the international community. Therefore, developed countries must look at this problem with long-term thinking. Since we have only one earth, developed countries has the responsibility to help under-developed countries on technology and capital, thus helping them use clean energy and reduce pollution and carbon emission. It should be noted that co-development is the final solution to this problems. If developed countries just focus on its nearsighted economic interests, consensus cannot be reached, and finally the world will be unlivable for all of us.
In the broad sense, the right to development is a personal right and a basic human right. People is the subject of social and economical development, thus people should be the participant and beneficiary of development. As global warming affects us all, especially those power-struggling ones, any plan to solve this problem should take all the people's welfare in the world into account, thus no plan that will harm the poorest and most powerless one's basic human right should be approved.
As we former indicated that the right to development is a basic human right, it is reasonable to discuss dealing with climate change on the premise of maintaning all the people's right to development around the world.
The Right of Carbon Emission

Significance of the Right of Carbon Emission
Fossil fuels are the main provider of power to most countries, especially the under-developed ones, i.e. they cannot develop without carbon emission, the right of carbon emission can be divided as a kind of right to development.
We can define the right of carbon emission as subject's right to emit greenhouse gases to the atmosphere for development. This right can be viewed as a right to use natural climate resources.
Energy is a always a necessary impetus and basis for economic and social development. Therefore, limiting the emission of carbon is equal to limiting the chance and impetus of a country's economic and social development. In the sense of economic and social development, carbon emission right can be seen as a guarantee of a country's development, hence we should take this into account when making plans for carbon emission quotas.
Subject of the Right of Carbon Emission
As for the subject of carbon emission, it is generally recognized that two types are usually used internationally, with one is natural person and the other is a country as a whole.
We can figure that the index of National Total Carbon Emissions will guarantee the equality among different countries, but will ignore the inequality among different people in different countries, as their populations vary.
If we take natural person as the subject of carbon emission, we can define the right of carbon emission as a natural person's right to emit carbon no matter where he is to satisfy his own need of survival.
Legal Basis of the Right of Carbon Emission
All man should be equal, and this point can be found in laws, regulations, documents and books throughout the world.
The second paragraph of the United States Declaration of Independence states as follows: all men are created equal. Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are unalienable rights that should be owned by everyone.
Charter of the United Nations says that the purpose of United Nations are enhancing friendly relations among different countries through respecting the principle of equal rights and promoting international cooperation in solving problems cooperatively. United Nations is constructed for protecting all people's rights regardless of their race, sex, language, or religion. All people are member of the earth community.
In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the consensus that "everyone natural person is equal" is again emphasized. No matter what race, color, sex, language, religion, political opinion and other status they have, everyone enjoys equal rights before the law.
John Rawls defines two principle of justice in his A Theory of Justice, which are "equal right" and "equal opportunity". He accepts that inequality can exist, but the poorest and most unfortunate ones should be given more care and concern, and opportunity must be open to everyone in pursuing his own happiness and welfare.
We can see that equality and justice is mankind's common pursuit and aspiration, therefore no matter what mechanism we set for carbon emission, equality between natural person should be protected and guaranteed.
Factors That Should Be Taken into Account When Making Carbon Quotas
As there is already some allocation scheme for the right of carbon emission, which has some inadequacy in one or some aspects, what we should work on is to improve and perfect them. To do this, we must define the factors that should be taken into account when making plans.
(a) The need to development. When allocating carbon emission quotas, the right to development must be guaranteed, since development is the most important basis for other rights. If a country cannot develop, it cannot provide the basic needs of its people, thus it cannot guarantee the survival of its citizens. If so, a country cannot be called a country, it has no ligitimacy for existence. Also, if a country cannot develop, poverty will arise, which will lead to many more problems as crime, terrorism and so on. From another point of view, according to Maslow's hierarchy of needs(represented as a pyramid with the more basic needs at the bottom), people has five hierarchical needs, which are physiological needs, safety needs, love and belonging, esteem and self-actualization from the lowest level to the highest level. Only when the basic needs at the lower level are satisfied, can man's higher needs at the top be pursued and realized. As a result, if a country cannot develop and its people cannot have the basic power or resources to survive, we cannot expect him to think for the world or devote himself for a better earth and a better future. What makes man differ from animals is that man has more compassion for its companion and species. Therefore, we must be united and respect people around the world to have the right to develop.
(b) The counting unit. As we discussed above, we all agree that everyone has the equal right and equal opportunity to develop. As countries has different population and different resource, we should not just simply give each country a total amount of carbon emission. When making quotas, we should take natural man other than a country as a whole as a counting unit. This will help to safeguard the equality of all the people in the world.
(c) Historical responsibility. We all know that the biggest part of global emissions of greenhouse gases historically and currently has been produced by developed countries, while per capita emissions of developing countries are still comparatively low. Therefore, developed countries should shoulder their historical responsibility by paying for their behaviors in the past and cutting down more carbon emission than developing or under-developed countries. In the future allocation of carbon emission quotas, developed countries should have a smaller share by taking their historical emission into account, thus realizing corrective justice.
(d) Sustainability. Any plans or schemes dealing with climate change and cutting down carbon emisssion should have the characteristic of sustainability, no matter in mechanism, or in technology, or in time. For this, long-term view should be taken for long-term benefits. We have only one earth, in coping with climate change, every country should take action. The global nature of climate change calls for the widest possible cooperation by all countries and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response. Countries should work together to develop technology and use green power, thus realizing green and sustainable development. No decision should be made near-sightedly, future view should be taken by all.
China's Response
China as the biggest developing country and a big country of greenhouse gases emission, has taken a lot of measures to deal with climate change and cut carbon emisson.
China has been criticized by the United States for not being constrained by the Kyoto Protocol since China claim itself as a developing country. Although China's economy develops rapidly, and China's Reform and Open Policy has brought a lot of interests to Chinese people, we must note that China's average GDP still lags behind developed countries, and there is still a large amount of people below the poverty line. Therefore, we must say that China is still a developing country. Besides, Although China's total carbon emission is large, its emission per person is quite small.
Although China has many reasons not to cut down carbon emission, as a great and responsible country, China has made a lot of real efforts and taken steps to cut down carbon emission successful and efficiently. Chinese government has made the commitment of cutting carbon emission initiatively in respecting international consensus and acting as a responsible member of international community.
Cutting Down Carbon Emission Succesfully
In the COP21 Paris Climate Meeting, Chinese President Xi Jinping highlighted a pledge made in June that year that China will reduce its carbon emissions by 60-65% of its 2005 levels by 2030, and that by 2030 it will also increase its use of low-carbon renewable energy to 20% of its overall energy consumption. More than this, China has emphasized on promoting development of low-carbon and low-polluting industries in its 2016-2020 Five Year Plan. Besides, Chinese government will be pursuing other climate-friendly policies including the development of a low-carbon transportation network as well as a previously-announced plan to establish a national emissions trading system by 2017. National Development and Reform Commission of China has already lauched a pilot scheme of carbon emissions trading in seven cities and provinces of Tianjin, Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqing, Guangdong, Hubei and Shenzhen, in order to exploring the establishment of a unified national carbon emissions trading market.
Supporting the Reasonable Claims of Other Countries
Nowadays, international situation is quite different from the past, and countries cannot just be simply divided into developing countries and developed countries. Opinions vary even among developing countries. As a growing developing country, China not only fights for the just right to development representing most developing countries, it also supports the just claim of Small Island countries in insisting to limit the rise of global temperature within 1.5℃.
Emphasize on the Transfer of Carbon Emissions Caused by Trade and Investment
In fact, as the result of international division of labor and trade, developed countries transfer low value-added, high energy consuming industries to China. China is "world factory" in the global economic system. This pattern of world economy and trade makes carbon emission of European and American countries transferred to China, thus adding China's total emission. Therefore, in the post Kyoto era, the distribution of carbon emissions should consider this factor. Only in this way, can the principle of fairness and justice be respected and implemented.
Conclusion
It is generally recognized that the solution to the problem of climate change is to cutting down carbon emission, which refers to the right of carbon emission. I think that the right of carbon emission is the right to development in essence, therefore any framework should be designed in respect of the right to development of everyone in the world, no matter which country he belongs.
There is a long way to go for a reasonable and well-respected scheme of carbon emission, but it is worth trying for a better future.
